
Please help older adults in 
Philadelphia stay warm this winter 

83-year-old Josephine Campbell* and her late husband brought up 
four children in their modest home, putting away as much money as 
they could for their retirement. Now that he’s gone and the kids are 
living in other cities around the country raising their own families, “Ms. 
Josie,” who lives on a fixed income, often frets about her bills…

*Name and image have been changed to protect privacy.

 



...After some recent plumbing repairs wiped out most of Ms. Josie’s 
savings, she realized that she did not have any oil in her heater. As 
she bundled up to keep herself warm, she worried how to fill up her 
tank before the winter. Her children were not in a position to help 
financially and she didn’t want to be forced to spend some of the 
colder days in a shelter. Ms. Josie didn’t expect to live like this in her 
older years. 

Unfortunately, Ms. Josie isn’t alone. Approximately 100,000 older 
Philadelphians have to make difficult decisions every day about 
buying food, medication, or paying their bills. 

The Emergency Fund for Older Philadelphians was created 
in 1981 for this type of crisis situation. It reduces suffering by 
providing small grants to older individuals in dire situations. 
Anyone 60+, on a fixed income, facing a crisis, and meeting the 
eligibility requirements, can request 100 gallons of heating oil or 
up to $150 for other immediate needs once a year. Funds can 
be used for food, vital medications, clothing to stay warm, urgent 
repairs to keep their home safe, to avoid a utility shut-off, or 
other life-sustaining expenses. 

In Ms. Josie’s case, the Emergency Fund delivered 100 gallons of 
heating oil so she would be warm in her home over the winter.

Please donate to the Emergency Fund TODAY!
https://www.pcacares.org/support-pca/



Here’s what others who have been helped by the 
Emergency Fund tell us:

 Emergency Fund FY 2024 Expenditures

Ms. B’s* eyeglass prescription had been outdated for a while, 
resulting in headaches and eye pain. The Emergency Fund 
enabled her to pay for an eye exam to update the prescription 
and to purchase 2 new pairs of glasses! Ms. B thanked PCA and 
the Emergency Fund for “getting rid of those darn headaches.”

Recent changes to Mr. S’s* medical insurance increased his 
prescription costs dramatically. He found himself unprepared 
to pay the increased prices. The Emergency Fund was able to 
assist him by covering the co-pays for a 3 month supply of his 
medications. “I’d like to thank PCA for helping me get medicine.”

Mrs. F* had a recent infestation in her home. The next time 
she went to her local senior center, she asked a staff member 
for help. The Emergency Fund allowed her to pay for two 
exterminator service sessions. Mrs. F was relieved to have a 
pest-free home where her grandchildren could come visit her 
safely again.

Your contribution will start working tomorrow for older adults in crisis! 
Please give to the Emergency Fund TODAY. 

*Names and images have been changed to protect the privacy of those depicted.
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Yes, I want to help older adults to stay warm and nourished this winter.
Please return this coupon with your check or make your donation online 

at pcacares.org/emergencyfund

$1,000 will provide seasonal clothing for 10 older Philadelphians       
$500 provides $50 worth of food to 10 older adults         
$300 provides 60 gallons of home heating oil     
$100 helps prevent a utility shutoff

Payment:
o Enclosed is my check payable to:  The Emergency Fund
o Charge my   o VISA    o MC    o AMEX   o DISCOVER

Card Number ______________________________________________________

Security code _________________________  Exp. Date _____________________

Address  __________________________________________________________

Billing address, if different ______________________________________________

Signature _________________________Print Name________________________

Email  ____________________________________________________________

The Emergency Fund Coalition for Older Philadelphians is an alliance of 22 organizations 
throughout the city providing emergency assistance to older adults on fixed incomes:

Better Home Care, LLC
Center for Advocacy for the Rights and Interests  
 of Elders (CARIE) 
CLARIFI (formerly Consumer Credit Counseling    
 Service of Delaware  Valley)
Firehouse Active Adult Center 
Home Instead 
Intercommunity Action (Center at Journey’s Way) 
Jewish Family and Children’s Service of Greater    
 Philadelphia 
Jewish Relief Agency 
KleinLife
Liberty Lutheran Services (West Philadelphia   
 Senior Community Center) 

Mayor’s Commission on Aging
Northern Living Center 
Philadelphia Corporation for Aging 
Philadelphia Senior Center
Philip Jaisohn Memorial Foundation
Polish American Social Services
Salus Health
Senior Helpers Philadelphia
SeniorLAW Center
Southwest Senior Center
UESF
UUH Outreach Program

Gift amount:
o $1,000   
o $500
o $300      
o $100
o $50     
o Other: $__________

Your gift will go to work immediately. 
Your donation will never be used for 

staff or operating costs.

Double Your Impact! Ask your employer 
about Matching Donations. Go to 
www.pcacares.org/support-pca/ 

and scroll to Matching Gifts.

<<PRIMARY ADDRESSEE>> 
<<PREFERRED ADDRESS LINE I>>
 <<PREFFERRED ADDRESS LINE 2>> 
<<PREFERRED CITY, STATE ZIP>> 

«CONSTITUENT ID»

Mail to:              Philadelphia Corporation for Aging, Planning Department, 
                       642 N. Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA 19130


